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The tax policy of the Catholic Church in the Middle Ages 
The article is devoted to the study of the tax policy of the Catholic Church in the Middle Ages, and speci  cally, 
the history of the emergence of a number of personal taxes on the clergy in favor of St. Prestol (Roman Curia) 
in connection with the creation of the PapalState. Approximately from the XIII to the XIV century, the papal 
state actively developed new taxation schemes. In the depths of the  scal system of the medieval papacy, 
which previously successfully handled all kinds of seignorial fees (quali  cation of St. Peter, Denarius of St. 
Peter, income from Patrimonio and others), a special group of papal taxes began to be gradually formed: 
church bene  ts, that is, personal taxes from the clergy («servitia», «annata», «visitatio ad limina apostolorum», 
«spolia», «procuratio» etc.). They were based on, on the one hand, careful accounting and assessment of 
church property (taxes on income of the clergy), on the other hand, the  nal triumph of the idea of papal 
sovereignty and the right of the pontiff at his discretion to dispose of any church positions (taxes on church 
bene  ces). Based on a wide range of sources, the author examines the origin of these taxes and fees in the 
Early and Classical Middle Ages.

Keywords: the papacy, The Holy See, Patrimonios of St. Peter, The Avignon captivity of the popes, history of 
the papacy, income of the popes, taxes on income of the clergy, taxes on bene  ce.

    – -  . , . . ,   -  
;   «    »  -

     «    
 »; -mail:vladserg2007@mail.ru

 Vereshchagin S.G. – D.Phil. in Political Science, PhD in Law,Professor, Criminal Legal Subjects Department.

48  



    -      
     . , -

   « , , , , »,    , 
     ,    

       . 
         

     :    -
 ,         

  ,     
      . . 

        , 
   ,   ,         

    , ,   .  
,       .  
  –        

  -  ,      , 
   30   . 
 ,         

 ,       -
-  [5, c. 370].       

,  ,    ,  , -
    . .  ,     

  [1, c. 96]. 
    (    ) 

     . ,  66  . .,  
   ,       

   [25, c. 99]. 
,          

      .   
  :      ?   

      ,    -
,     ,     ,   

    .   ,   
: «   ?   ,    

.  .   :     ?   
: .     :   ,   . 

  » [25, . 91, 103].
476 . . .          -
  .   –    ,   

 .     12 ,   –  . 
,   IV      -

,      « » ,  
 ,         , 

49

. . .        



     ,  
 –      –    

 (   ).    
   ,    
  .

     :   -
 ,      ,     
         , -
    ( ).    

      « »  
  ,  ,    ,     

 .
   « » ,  

« »  ,  IV   ,   -
           

       [3, c. 163–164]. 
 « » -   « ».      

    ,   –   , 
  .   ,   VI  

    « ».    VII   « » 
    :    -

   ( )    ( )  
.   ,   –      
,          . 
       

 ,           -
,   .      

    ,         
  – .     

   ( )  ,    ,  
    ,    [3, . 25].

 ( )      -
,          

  .     
           , 
 ,          

.           
    :          

       [26, c. 86–91].
      

   IX     -
.       VII,     

   ,     .    

50  

  .  . 2018.  3



    ,     
.    XII–XIII .      

:      . 
  -   . ,   

     1,    . 
 ,      – -

 , –     XV–XVI  [20].
,         -

 ,         
XIX ,    XIII   1881      

 -  [27].
          

 ,    ,    2  
 3,          

    ( )4.
       .     : 

.27:30-32 «             -
 :   …». ,     

        
 .       :  
 567     ,   585   

     5.  6  779  
   ,        

    7.
1    –        1309  1377 . 

      IV    VIII   
     .     V (1305–1314)  

  IV   1309 .     ,    
 .        ,  

      .       
    (   ,  ,  

,   .   ).
2  –         – .  –  

,  ,        .
3    –      ,   .     

     ,     , , 
, ,   .   IV        

  .      ,     
 .   -       

: ,   .
4  ( . pontifex – « ») –   ; , .
5   –       ,   

 ,     .
6  I  –    768 .,    800 .      

 .        .    
 « ».

7  ,     –  –       
  «  » .        

   855 .      (  ).

51

. . .        



    800  «Devillis» («  ») : 
« ,          

  ,       ,   
  » [26].

        [8]  -
        :  

( . .  ,        ),  
, , ,  ,  ,  -

  , ,  ,  ,  
 , ,   , - -

, , ,  ,  , 
, , ,   . 
   ,     

   ,    8 –  
  –    .     -

 ,      ,   
   .      

      . 
 .      I (492–496 .).   

   ( ),     IX    
 I (   .   15     
 ).

     (rectores),  
.        I (556–561 .). 

   :    ,   -
        , 

      ,   ,  -
    ,    .  

         [21, c. 280–301].
,      756   ,   

      ,    
    ,    

.   ,     -
 , , , , , , ,  

(   ,    ),    .   
          (   

     IX     1304 ) [13, c. 165–170]. 
        -

. ,  1187 .         

8  –       ,    
. ,          VIII .,  

«  . ».    ,      
  ,      (    
 ).

52  

  .  . 2018.  3



«  ».         
 - ,       -

 .       -
          

    .      
-   ,  , ,   , 

   ,        
, . .          

.      II,  «  -
»           [17].

        -
,   ,     ,    –   

(  )9.    ,       
     ,   

   ,         -
 ,     ,    

      .
   – ,   XIV     

     ,   
 ,   - . ,   

       : « » -
    («focaticum»),   («talliamilitum»)   

     («procuratio»),   
     .    

          
 ,   ,     

 (   ,    .)   
  ( ,  ).  ,   -

      -  
       , 

  «pensio»,   XIII  – «census» [9, c. 157–162]. 
  .   22   ,   -

    ,     -
  « »,    ,  ,  
    ,     

[12, c. 47–68]. 
        ( ).   

  ,         
,         , . . -

9  ,    ( . Curia Romana) –     
         .      

       ,  , ,  
 ,     ,  ,   , 

     . .

53

. . .        



 -         
 .         

 . 
            ( ) 

  :     ,   
  ,        

     .       
      ,    
,      . ,  1366 . 
        

      .   
           

  « »  .       
,   ,   ,    

         [6, 
c. 116–135].

            
 ,     (   ). 

     ,     
 . ,     ,  

 1199          
 III (1198–1216 .). 

   ,       ,  
     .       
  ,         

  –  . ,   756     
        
. 

 ,       -
 (   )  -    

    ,   «pensio»,  
 XIII . – «census».    «census» ,    

  . ,       -
 ,      .      «  

»    (   ),  
 1192 ,       ,  

(«census», «tributa»)     ,   «  
. »,      [28].  , 

  .    -  
    (      -

  ) ,   ,   (  
).

54  

  .  . 2018.  3



  XIII  XIV        
 .      , 

        (  . 
,  . ,     .),   

     –  , . .  
   ( , , , ,   .)10. 

   ,   ,      -
 (    ),    –    

  (plenitudopotestatis)      -
     (    

). 
    ,      

. . 
   –    .  XIII   

          
  ,        

     ,     -
      ( , 

, , , , ), . .  [25, 
c. 142–147].

        11. -
         

    ,        
 ,     . 

 ,     ,  
    ,    XII  (  -
 ).   XIII      

  [19]. 
 XIV    ,     -

 , ,  ,      
  .   ,   , -

       , 
      XXII   

    «  »  «  » 
(«Libertaxarum») [11]. 

 XV–XVI        -
            -

10     IX         , 
  ,         .  XII  

     –   «  ».   
   –   ,      .   

     ,    ,    . . 
     XII–XVI .

11  –    ,       
       – .

55

. . .        



. ,  1471       650  
    100 000 .   X    1200   

    320 000  [3].
 –        -

,      .   
     (      ), 
  .        XIII   

 XIX  [23].
         ,  

    -  .  -
          

   XXII [7].       -
      (       

      ).    .  
: «  XXII        

      ;    -
   ,   ,     
       ,     

 …» [18, c. 28]. 
 ,   XXII   ,  -

   200  ,  .   
 [3, c. 163–164].    XXII     

,     « »   : 
«Supralegem» –  [19].

   ,      -
          -

 .  –      , . 
       IV (1265). ,  

1248 .  20     17      14 -
  ,       . 

          
   . ,     

 ,          
          

XV .
         . 

     ,      -
     .      

        .  
     .    

 ,          -
,  ,        

56  

  .  . 2018.  3



 .    ,    
     12. 

  – .       
   ,  .      

      :   
 ,          

  ,        
     ,  

     «  » [4, c. 115].  
   XI        ,  
       («  »)   
  ,       [28].

    XXII ,     
      (   

    ),     
  ,     ,  

  .    VI (1342–1352 .)   
,      ,     

    ,       
    [14, c. 228–237]. 

 –     .  
   ,        

,  .       
    , vestibulum,    ,  
    . ,     

,  spoliaopima [22].       
,    –      , 

   ,        
   ,      

 . . 
    XIII      

         
 .         .  -

  ,    . , 
  V (1362–1370 .)  1362 .     

  ,        
,        (   

12 . :  .   . .VI. «      XIV :  
,             . 

   1370 .  62  ,   – 5 .  ,  1370 . 
   V     117       90 . 

  1    12    1  .   (  733  
)  4 .     120    .  

     IX – 500    .    – 7  
  .   12–18  (47    1  )».

57

. . .        



     )13.    
 ,         

.
,   ,  ,  

           
 ,   1220    

:    ,       -
           

 [24]. 
  ,   ,   : 

        7339 . 
       .     

           
    ,  ,  ,  

  [15, c.109-113].
     ,   

  XIII    , . .  -
 ,  .      

 ,     -  
  XIII –  XV .    ,  
  ,     : 

 ,       -
  , ,   ,    

     .

1.  .    .     //  -
  : .  . / . .  . . . . . .: , 1992. . 96.

2.  . .    . . 1.  . ., 1913. . 48.
3.  .  : .  . .: , 1996. . 163–164.
4.  . .   IV     XIII . (  -

 ) //  . 2003. . 64. . 115. 
5.  . .   /  . . . . . ; . .  . .: 

, 2003. . 370.
6.  . . «   ,   »:   

      // . . . 2016. 
. V. . 116–135.

13 . :  . .       //  . 2013. . 2. 
. 4: «Dominus noster Urbanus papa V reservavit ad vitam suam... omnia bona mobilia ac debita omnium 

patriarcharum, archiepiscoporum, episcoporum, abbatum, decanorum, propositorum, priorum, rectorum et aliarum 
quarumcumque personarum ecclesiasticarum... ubicumque sive in romana curia vel alibi decedentium» («  

   V            , 
, , , - , , ,      

,  -      »).

58  

  .  . 2018.  3



7.  .   . .VI.    -
 VIII    1294–1517 .  . . //   . 

, 2009.
8.  . .     (     

IX ):  . .:  , 1905. VI, 494 . ( . -
-  . . -    ; . 10).  : 

.: , 1997.
9.  . .      :     

 //  . 2014.  4 (03). . 157–162.
10.  .  :   . .: , 1996. 463 .
11.  . .        

 // . 2015.  11 (107). . 142–147.
12.  . .    –    //  

. 2016. . 2. . 47–68.
13.  . .       -

 //  . 2016.  2 (5). . 165–170.
14.  . .       //  

         . 2015.  12. 
. 228–237.

15.  . .       //  . 
2013. . 2. . 4. . 109–113.

16.  . .        
 // . 2015.  11 (107). . 142–147. 

17. -  . «  »      X–XIII  [ -
 ]. URL:http://www.monsalvat.globalfolio.net/frmanifest/statiibookmanifest/

war/krestpohod_pti_dutay.htm
18.  .   . . . 6. . 28.
19.  . .  . .: , 1986. 382 .
20.  . . -   .    -

  : . . ... . . . ., 2005.
21.  . . . 9.  ,        

V .   XVII . //           
  :  / . . . . . .: , 2011. . 280–301.

22.     /  . . , . . - -
. . ; .  ., 1914 [  ]. URL: http://cult-lib.ru/doc/

dictionary/classical-antiquities/fc/slovar-209-10.htm#zag-6689.
23.    ,    / . . , . . , 

. . . , 1999.
24.  .   .  . .: , 1999 [  ]. 

URL: https://www.gumer.info/bibliotek_Buks/History/monarhi2/361.php.
25.  .    .     //   

  / .  .; . .  . . . . . .: , 1992. . 91, 103..
26.  . .        

  //  :  ,  ,  . -
 /  . -  .  . . . .: , 2014. . 1. . 35–62.

59

. . .        



27.  . .        //
     . 2014.  8–1. . 86–91.

28. Haskins C.H. The Vatican Archives // The American Historical Review. 1896–1897. Vol. II. 
 1. P. 40–58; Berlière U. Aux archives vaticanes. Bruges, 1903. 

29. Lunt W.E. The Financial System of the Medieval Papacy in the light of recent literature // 
The Quarterly Journal of Economics. 1909. Vol. XXIII.  2. P. 251–295.

30. Lunt W.E. Papal Revenues in the Middle Ages. New York, 1934. Vol. I. .61-71.

1. Bringman K. Nalogi i inozemnoe gospodstvo. Iudeya vo vremena Khrista // Vse nachinalos' 
s desyatiny: per. s nem. / obshch. red. i vstup. st. B.E. Lanina. M.: Progress, 1992. P. 96.

2. Genzel' P.P. Ocherki po istorii  nansov. Vyp. 1. Drevnii mir. M., 1913. P. 48.
3. Gergei E. Istoriya papstva: per.s vengr. M.: Respublika, 1996. P. 163–164.
4. Kazbekova E.V. Vklad Innokentiya IV v razvitie kanonicheskogo prava XIII v. (na materiale 

novell) // Srednie veka. 2003. T. 64. P. 115. 
5. Kovalev S.I. Istoriya Rima / pod obshch. red. prof. E.D. Frolova. Izd. novoe., ispr. i dop. SPb.: 

Izd-vo «Poligon», 2003. P. 370.
6. Leonova T.A. «Esli papa frantsuz, to anglichanin Khristos»: angliiskii kontekst bor'by 

za suverenitet s Avin'onskim papstvom // Religiya. Tserkov'. Obshchestvo. 2016. Vyp. V. 
P. 116–135.

7. Shaff F. Istoriya khristianskoi tserkvi. T.VI. Srednevekovoe khristianstvo ot Bonifatsiya 
VIII do protestanskoi reformatsii 1294–1517 g. po R.Kh., «Bibliya dlya vsekh». SPb, 2009.

8. Lebedev A.P. Dukhovenstvo Drevnei Vselenskoi Tserkvi (ot vremen apostol'skikh do IX 
veka): Istoricheskie ocherki M.: Pechatnya Snegirevoi, 1905. VI, 494 s. (Sobr. tserkovno-
istoricheskikh soch. prof. d-ra bogosloviya Alekseya Lebedeva; t. 10). Po pereizdaniyu: 
SPb.: Aleteia, 1997.

9. Potekhina I.P. Dokhody papskogo prestola v Srednie veka: k voprosu o vozmozhnoi 
klassi  katsii // Ekonomicheskii vektor. 2014.  4 (03). P. 157–162.

10. Gergei E. Istoriya papstva: (perevod s vengr.). M.: Respublika, 1996. 463 p.
11. Potekhina I.P. Fenomen servitsii v istorii  nansovoi sistemy srednevekovogo papstva // Klio. 

2015.  11 (107). P. 142–147.
12. Potekhina I.P. Uil'yam Edvard Lant – istorik papskikh  nansov // Metamorfozy istorii. 2016. 

Vyp. 2. P. 47–68.
13. Potekhina I.P. Patrimonial'nye nalogi kak istochnik dokhodov srednevekovogo papstva // 

Ekonomicheskii vektor. 2016.  2 (5). P. 165–170.
14. Potekhina I.P. Prokuratsii v nalogovoi sisteme srednevekovogo papstva // Problemy sotsial'noi 

istorii i kul'tury Srednikh vekov i rannego novogo vremeni. 2015.  12. P. 228–237.
15. Potekhina I.P. Spolii v nalogovoi sisteme srednevekovogo papstva // Vestnik SPbGU. 2013. 

Ser. 2. Vyp. 4. P. 109–113.
16. Potekhina I.P. Fenomen servitsii v istorii  nansovoi sistemy srednevekovogo papstva // Klio. 

2015.  11 (107). P. 142–147. 
17. Pti-Dyutaii Sh. «Feodal'naya monarkhiya» vo Frantsii i v Anglii X–XIII vekov [Elektronnyi 

resurs]. URL:http://www.monsalvat.globalfolio.net/frmanifest/statiibookmanifest/war/
krestpohod_pti_dutay.htm

18. Arkhiv K. Marksa i F. Engel'sa. T. 6. P. 28.

60  

  .  . 2018.  3



19. Lozinskii S.G. Istoriya papstva. M.: Politizdat, 1986. 382 p.
20. Potekhina I.P. Administrativno-  nansovaya sistema sv. Prestola v period Avin'onskogo 

pleneniya pap: avtoref. diss. … k. ist. n. SPb, 2005.
21. Prozorov V.B. Gl. 9. Vlastnye instituty, dolzhnosti i zvaniya v Rimskoi tserkvi s V v. do 

kontsa XVII v. // Vlastnye instituty i dolzhnosti v Evrope v Srednie veka i rannee Novoe 
vremya: monogr. / otv. red. T.P. Gusarova. M.: KDU, 2011. P. 280–301.

22. Real'nyi slovar' klassicheskikh drevnostei / pod red. I. Geffkena, E. Tsibarta. - Toibner. F. 
Lyubker / per. s nem. 1914. URL: http://cult-lib.ru/doc/dictionary/classical-antiquities/fc/
slovar-209-10.htm#zag-6689.

23. Srednevekovyi mir v terminakh, imenakh i nazvaniyakh / E.D.Smirnova, L.P.Sushkevich, 
V.A.Fedosik. Minsk, 1999.

24. Fridrikh II. V kn.: Ryzhov K. Vse monarkhi mira. Zapadnaya Evropa. M.: Veche, 1999. URL: 
https://www.gumer.info/bibliotek_Buks/History/monarhi2/361.php.

25. Bringman K. Nalogi i inozemnoe gospodstvo.Iudeya vo vremena Khrista // Vse nachinalos' 
s desyatiny / per. s nem.; obshch. red. i vstup. st. B.E.Lanina. M.: Progress, 1992. P. 91, 103..

26. Kostromin K.A. Proiskhozhdenie i funktsiya drevnerusskoi tserkovnoi desyatiny i 
zapadnoevropeiskie analogi // Drevnyaya Rus': vo vremeni, v lichnostyakh, v ideyakh. 
Al'manakh / pod red. d.i.n. P. I. Gaidenko. SPb.: Kazan', 2014. Vyp. 1. P. 35–62.

27. Yakupov Z.S. O vzaimootnosheniyakh gosudarstva i tserkvi v sfere nalogooblozheniya//
Aktual'nye problemy gumanitarnykh i estestvennykh nauk. 2014.  8–1. P. 86–91.

© . . , 2018
 :  . .         // 

  .     
  . 2018. . 10.  3. . 48–61.

For citation: Vereshchagin S. G. The tax policy of the Catholic Church in the Middle Ages, he Territory 
of New Opportunities. The Herald of Vladivostok State University of Economics and Service, 2018, 
Vol. 10, No 3, pp. 48–61.
DOI dx.doi.org/10.24866/VVSU/2073-3984/2018-3/048-061

 : 06.08.2018

61

. . .        


