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образовательного туризма Приморского края
Analysis of offers in the educational tourism market  

of Primorsky Krai, including UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Савельева Э. С., Михина И. С.
Saveleva E. S., Mikhina I. S.

Россия, Владивосток, Владивостокский государственный 
университет экономики и сервиса

Russia, Vladivostok, Vladivostok State University of Economics and Service

Аннотация. В статье рассматривается актуальность темы исследо-
вания с точки зрения нескольких позиций. Анализируется рынок обра-
зовательного туризма в Приморском крае, рассматриваются предложе-
ния туркомпаний и выявляются наиболее перспективные направления 
на рынке, дана оценка развития данного направления туризма. При-
ведена характеристика программ образовательных туров. Определено 
значение развития образовательного туризма и его дальнейшие пер-
спективы. Приводятся способы стимулирования туризма со стороны 
государства. Внимание акцентируется на наиболее эффективных мерах, 
таких как субсидированные тарифы на авиабилеты и система кэшбэка

Ключевые слова: образовательный туризм, туристский рынок, 
Приморский край, Россия

Abstract. The article examines the relevance of the topic of the study 
from several perspectives. The market of educational tourism in Primorsky 
Krai is analysed, the proposals of Turkmen companies are examined, the 
most promising directions in the market are identified and the develop-
ment of this type of tourism is evaluated. A description of educational tour 
programmes is given. The importance of the development of educational 
tourism and its future prospects is determined. Ways of encouraging tour-
ism by the State are described. The focus is on the most effective measures, 
such as subsidized airfares and the cashback system

Keywords: Educational tourism, tourist market, Primorsky Territory, 
Russia
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The relevance of educational tourism needs to be considered from 
several perspectives. On the one hand, tourism is becoming increasingly 
widespread. This is reflected in the increase in the number of tourists trave-
ling annually, the increase in the number of destinations developing every-
where, as well as the increasing accessibility of tourism to a large number of 
people. For example, in D. McCanell’s research, this perspective of tourism 
development leads not only to spatial changes, but also to new social com-
munications [6, p. 280]. On the other hand, it is clear that there has been a 
shift from elite education to mass education, which stimulates an increas-
ing number of offers on the market of educational services. In this study, 
researchers like F. J do not consider the process to be justified. Altbach  
[1, p. 548] and G. Rozowski [5, p. 412], let us simply acknowledge the inevi-
tability of mass education, which has a positive impact on the development 
of educational tourism. Increasing the value of human capital is another 
aspect of the relevance of this area. Knowledge and knowledge are increas-
ingly important in making people more competitive in the labour market. 
This is related to the development of post-modern technology, in which 
the world is moving from production in terms of economy to production 
in which the service sector plays a major role [9, p. 49–54]. In  the same 
D. Urri, mobility theory refers to the development of tourism as one of the 
main indicators of mobility [8, p. 576].

In assessing the prospects for the autumn season of 2021 in the field of 
educational tourism, experts differ in their assessments: some tend to argue 
that it will continue or increase, while others speak in a spirit of moderate 
pessimism. The main reasons of doubt are the closure of borders and the 
suspension of air traffic due to COVID-19.

It is worth noting that this direction of tourism in Russia is still not suf-
ficiently developed. According to J’son & Partners, if the total volume of the 
tourism market in the Russian Federation in 2019 was about 1.35 trillion. 
The market for educational tourism takes only about 1.5 % [16].

The aim of the study is to carry out a comprehensive analysis of the 
fields of educational tourism, with a view to identifying promising areas of 
development and developing new market offers. During the writing of the 
work, research methods such as analysis, synthesis, deduction, statistics, 
and analog method were used.

Of course, within the framework of educational tourism it is not 
enough to know only about educational institutions, it is necessary to 
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pay attention to the business environment [2, 3]. In a highly competitive 
market, each member of the business community needs to improve his 
or her skills in various fields, find new ways to develop his or her busi-
ness, find the right people, and be able to reach out to competitors, Have 
foreign language skills and much more [4]. Given the specific nature of 
the chosen segment, the format of instruction with books is not suit-
able, so it is important to provide the opportunity to learn together with 
other tasks. Mention should be made of the traditional vector for the 
development of educational tourism, exchange programmes which are 
in operation in all major universities and are in demand among Russian 
and foreign students. To date, due to the spread of coronavirus infection 
and the consequent closure of borders, this line of work is not function-
ing, but should not be written off in the long term, as a wave of new 
students is expected after the lifting of the restrictions. who will actively 
benefit from educational services abroad. With regard to the prospects 
for the development of educational tourism in Primorsk Krai, taking 
into account the existing restrictions, this direction can be evaluated 
as substantially promising [7]. A separate branch of educational tour-
ism may include a part of university career guidance. Many universities 
organize study tours for schoolchildren during the holidays in order to 
get acquainted with universities. However, this round may include not 
only an information part, but also a part related to the preparation of 
prospective applicants for admission: short courses to prepare them for 
the creative examination (if necessary for the referral). The direction 
of development of educational tourism may be based on the needs of 
the universities themselves. This is particularly the case in the areas 
of training that involve a variety of services and tourism studies. Such 
trainees need programmes for several reasons. First, it will improve the 
quality of the trainees. Secondly, it will make it possible to see in prac-
tice the principles of the educational tour. Third, it will create the neces-
sary environment for developing its own ideas for educational tourism. 
The development of new study tours will be a factor in the strategic 
development of the courses chosen, as well as a competitive advantage 
for future applicants [10].

The number of offers on the market of educational tourism of Primor-
sky Territory is increasing. The basic concepts of educational tours are pre-
sented in Table 1.
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Table 1. 
Basic concepts of educational tours

Type Age Concept

Children’s camps 6–16 learning a foreign language

Master-classes 18+ Professional master-classes

Refresher course 18+ Professional development of the firm

Production tours 18+ Upgrading the skills of the firm’s employees

Language schools 16+ Learning the language from speakers

Professional internships 16–24 Acquisition of professional competences  
by students and young employees of firms

University education 18–27 Higher education

The most common concept on the market of Vladivostok is children’s 
educational tourism in camps learning a foreign language, as well as lan-
guage schools for persons over 16 years of age. Owing to the age of the tour-
ists, the safety, daily routine and nutritional requirements of the children 
are increased, which increases the cost of such programmes. These visits 
are initiated by parents.

The concept of professional internships for students and young employ-
ees of firms is still in the process of being developed. At the moment, such 
activities do not extend beyond one university or enterprise and one spe-
cialty.

The tourist market of Vladivostok City District has about 200 tour 
companies, of which educational tourism services are provided by more 
than 30 tour companies, such as “VGUES TRAVEL”, “StarTravel”, “Rokos”, 
“Exçelente”, “All World”, “EducationFirs”, “Business Class”, “StudentsIn-
ternational”, “Fortuna” etc. It can be said that in Vladivostok educational 
tourism among tour companies is mainly long programs, language tours, 
various kinds of internships, for example, WorkandTravel.

Another factor for the development of educational tourism is that the 
State encourages the mobility of young people by allowing them to travel at 
subsidized tariffs. Subsidized air tickets are available to young people under 
22 years of age [12].
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Table 2. 
Comparison of subsidized and basic airfares from Vladivostok

Areas Subsidized tariff, 
RUB

The usual rate, 
RUB

Vladivostok — Moscow 16 000 27 000

Vladivostok — St. Petersburg 16 000 27 000

Vladivostok — Sochi 21 000 40 000

Vladivostok — Novosibirsk 12 000 36 000

Vladivostok — Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk 3 000 14 000

Vladivostok — Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky 12 000 17 000

Vladivostok — Yakutsk 13 000 28 000

Vladivostok — Khabarovsk 4 000 12 000

Subsidies, as can be noted from the table, are not provided for all popular 
Russian destinations. A push to increase the travel flows for regions as far 
away from the center as the Primorsky Krai would be the opening of new 
internal directions.

It is clear that after one successful trip they will seek to travel again and 
again, which increases the potential of the youth tourism market [11, 13]. 
This indicates the need to develop new products to meet the needs of the 
target audience in this market [14].

It is important to note that in order to stimulate domestic tourism, since 
2020 the state has launched a cashback program, which provides a 20% 
refund on the price of the tour in Russia, thus tours of Russia combined 
with preferential air tickets may become even more affordable. The State 
is ready to return 20 % of the trip, but not more than 20 000 roubles [15]. 
So you can’t save much, but it’s a good discount for a week’s ride.

Thus, educational tourism today is one of the most promising forms 
of tourism, having a wide potential for development and realization 
on the territory of the Primorsky Territory. This is due to a number of 
factors. First, the beneficial geographical location of the entity in the 
APR countries. Epidemiological constraints are a limiting factor, but this 
will not stop the development of educational tourism in international 
tourism in the long term. Second, the status of Vladivostok as the capital 
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of the DFO, which requires permanent staff to keep the state apparatus, 
business and social sphere functioning. Third, an extensive network 
of universities competing in the market for educational services. This 
competition forces work to develop educational services, one of which is 
educational tourism. And fourthly, a large number of tourist organizations 
that carry out educational programmes, thereby developing educational 
tourism.
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