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Takum 00pa3oM OCHOBHAs UES COCTOUT B TOM, YTOOBI TiepeOpMYIIMPOBATh KIACCHUECKYIO MO-
JIeNb, 9YTOOBI Y4eCTh IIEHOBYIO JaCTUYHOCTH crpoca. Kpome Toro, 4ToOB MHTETpUPOBATh ATY AWHA-
MHUYECKYI0 MOJIENIb IEHOOOpa30BaHUsI B CHCTEMbI YIPABICHHUS IT0XOJaMH, IpeaaracTcsi HoBasi uies
JUIs HecKoNbKUX KaTeropuil. Ilpennaraemast cTpykTypa yopaBlIeHHs JOXOJaMH MPEOJ0JIeBaeT orpa-
HUYEHUS, CBSI3aHHBIE C MPOOeNIaMu B UCCIIEIOBAHUAX B JMHAMUYECKOH JIUTEpaType Mo eH000pa3oBa-
HUIO, 1 MOXKET CTIOCOOCTBOBATH YBEITMUYECHHUIO JJOXOJ0B OT TOCTUHUII.
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mupa akmyanvhou sigisiemcesi npoonema nandemuu COVID-19.Jlokanuzayus ucmoynuxog pacnpocmpare-
HUsL BUPYCA ABNIAEMCS 21A8HOU 3a0auell 6cex Cmpan Mupa 0151 ycneuiHot 6opvbobvl ¢ HUM.
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umcmaa.

THE IMPACT OF THE NOWADAYS-EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION
IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC COUNTRIES ON A SEGMENT OF TOURISTS
FROM THE RUSSIAN FAR EAST (THROUGH THE EXAMPLE OF JAPAN)

The number of international tourist trips is growimapidly around the world, especially in the
Asia-Pacific region. Development would continue€@?20. But for the modern world, the problem of
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the COVID-19 pandemic is urgent. Localization af #ources of virus spread is the main task of all
countries of the world for the successful fightiagait.

Keywords: international tourist trips, Asia-Pacific regioreconomic development, pandemic,
tourism in Japan, hospitality industry.

1. Introduction

Before turning to the disclosure of the topic,sitniecessary to understand what the Asia-Pacific
region is.

First of all, Asia-Pacific region is an economiaagolitical entity that unites the countries of Asi
(East and Southeast), Oceania, North and Southiéanalong the perimeter of the Pacific Ocean.

The Asia-Pacific region is the world's most exteadiourist region, home to about half of the
world's population. One of the countries in thaaadChina) is the most populous in the world wath
population of 1,404,328,000 people (2019). Theargitop ten countries by population also include
the USA and Indonesia. Russia and Japan are alsngathe top ten countries in terms of population.
This has contributed to the formation here of a glem of diverse natural and cultural-historical-rec
reational resources.

2. Economic development

The Asia-Pacific region is a leader in the worldreamy. It can be explained by the fact that the
region includes three countries that are the topetin the world in terms of nomin@ross Domestic
Product (GDP) USA, China and Japan (pic. 1).
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Pic.1. The world’s biggest Economies for 2019 ada®[1]

In terms of GDP, China and the USA are leadingadaRussia and Indonesia are among the top
ten countries by this indicator.

Region is a leader in international trade relatidriee main reason for the growing importance of
the region in the international arena is the higlrel of development of the leading Pacific coustrie
Asia-Pacific region also accounts for 40% of theugme of world trade and foreign economic transac-
tions. Such a significant share of participationnternational trade operations supports the ingns
of industrial production in Asia-Pacific countrieghich accounts for 60% of the world industry [2].

The largest cities, political and economic centérthe region belong are: Los Angeles, San Fran-
cisco (USA), Hong Kong, Shanghai, Beijing (Chinaaipei (Taiwan), Tokyo (Japan), Seoul (South
Korea), Jakarta (Indonesia), Sydney, Melbourne {falia), Singapore [3].

However, despite its leading position on the indional stage, the region has very uneven eco-
nomic development. Groups of countries are disisigrd by their economic power:

Top tier (high level) countries (USA, China, Japgnssia)
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Middle level countries (Australia, New Zealand, AB¥Ecountries)

Low-level countries (Cambodia, Laos, Vietham, Latimerica, Oceania, etc.). The countries in
this group have very low rates of economic develapinand the population is growing. This leads to
poverty of the overwhelming number of people whe amable to make tourist trips under such condi-
tions.

The countries of the region are expected to ineréaair total GDP by 70% by 2030.

3. Tourism development in the region

The number of international tourist arrivals worldes reached 1.5 billion in 2019, up 4% from
2018, according to the World Tourism OrganizatioNWTO).

According to the UNWTO International Tourism Bardere2019, the growth of international
travel in the Asia-Pacific region has slowed dowB%) and the region is on the second line, second
only to the Middle East (+9%) [4].

The growth of the region's tourism potential isvdn by a growing population, so that new hu-
man reserves are being drawn into tourism actszifldne region's attractiveness to international-tou
ists is ensured by its rich and unique cultureedie environment and service standards. A number of
factors influence the growth prospects of tourisnthie region: population growth, development of
regional tourist travel, globalization, changegha transport system, etc. There are also a nuofber
factors that can hinder the development of tourifemmalities in obtaining visas and crossing bosder
natural disasters, security threats, health hazards

All these factors directly affect the number ofiaals. We can see this in Japan, where in 2011
the number of tourists who visited the country tlu¢he tsunami fell from 8.6 million to 6.2 million
compared to 2010 (down 28%) (pic. 2).
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Pic. 2. Foreign tourists visited Japan (million) [5

The global economic slowdown, trade tensions asidgigeopolitical challenges, social unrest,
prolonged uncertainty about Brexit and lower bussneonfidence have weighed on growth in interna-
tional tourism.

China, the world’s top source market saw outbouips tincreased by 14% in the first half of
2019, though expenditure fell 4% compared to timeesperiod last year [6].

A key factor affecting tourism development worldejdncluding in Asia and the Pacific, is the
air transport industry. The region is experien@ngorldwide upward trend in low-cost regional carri
ers. Australia was one of the first countries ia thgion to offer low-cost airline services alongd
routes between coastal communities.

In South-East Asia, low-cost regional carriers apeiin Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. All
these airlines offer routes to neighboring coustard «target» the Chinese market [7].

It should also be noted that one of the key topissussed at the largest tourism exhibition in
Asia Pacific, JATA Tourism Expo 2019, which wasch&bm 24 to 27 October in the Japanese city of
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Osaka was the development of cross-border routegeba Japan and the regions of the Russian Far
East.

In addition, JATA (Japan Tourism Agency) Vice Pdesit Mr. Jungo Kikuma summed up the re-
sults of a joint pilot project in the Far East. Tirst trips to the island region took place thisrsner
and were organized by JATA with support of «Rosgis and the Sakhalin Oblast Tourism Agency.

In the summer of 2020, 15 charter flights from gas Japanese cities are already planned for the
Sakhalin region. Also next summer it is plannednidude the Primorsky Krai and the Republic of
Buryatia in the pilot program. It is also planneccbmbine two Far Eastern regions in one trip (8akh
lin and Kamchatka) [8].

Also worth mentioning is the opening of a new a@rvice between Vladivostok and Japan. On
March 16, 2020, the first ever regular flight ofl Alippon Airways (ANA) to Russia was performed
on the route Tokyo — Vladivostok.

Demand for direct flights between Vladivostok anokyo is growing. There are also plans to
open directions to other cities in Japan.

Japanese tourists occupy the third place. In theydarter of 2019, 3161 people visited Viadi-
vostok, which is 1.8 times more than the same gdest year, when 1729 citizens of the Land of the
Rising Sun visited Vladivostok. At that, the growdie was 82% in the tourist direction.

All this has good prerequisites for the developmaitourism in 2020 as well. However, the
world has faced a very serious problem — the CO¥®pandemic.

4. Epidemiological situation in the World

Cases of COVID-19 first emerged in late 2019, whenysterious illness was reported in Wuhan,
China. The cause of the disease was soon confiamednew kind of coronavirus, and the infection
has since spread to many countries around the world

The virus can also be asymptomatic, causing neealble illness in some people — but these peo-
ple are still contagious and can spread the virus.

On 11 March, the World Health Organization (WHOhannced that the outbreak should be con-
sidered a pandemic — a term that has no univeragliged definition, but means that multiple coun-
tries are seeing sustained transmission betwegsigpeban outbreak causing disease or death [9].

The number of infected is increasing rapidly evday. The number of confirmed COVID-19 in-
fections worldwide has now reached 2,101,678 pedfdeng official statistics and the necessary cal-
culations, the following data on the growth rateirdected people worldwide from March 1, 2020
have been obtained. As of 01.03.2020 the numbepwfirmed cases of COVID-19 infection makes
88.374 people, and as of 15.03.2020 already 163pddple (the growth made 85 %). As of
01.04.2020, the number of confirmed cases is 935,86ople. (Amounting to 472%). As of
15.04.2020, the number of cases of infection mak@46,357 people. (From 01.04.2020, the increase
amounted to 119%). In addition, from 01.03.202®M1004.2020 the number of infected people has
grown by 2216%. The total number of deaths is 18B@eople. These are huge numbers and very
serious situation, which has a huge negative infteeon all spheres, especially on tourism.

Tourism, entertainment, international transportatioall suffer losses due to quarantine and
closed borders.

By April 2020, most countries had closed their l®psdand restricted air travel, including Russia
and Japan. Hotels and airlines return money fagrvasions. The sights are closed for visiting. For
example, the pyramids in Egypt or the Eiffel Towgo. the travel industry and related areas are sus-
pended until the pandemic is over.

The World Travel and Tourism Council has estimaked up to 50 million people involved in the
tourism industry could lose their jobs becausehaf toronavirus. Asian countries, where tourism
revenues make up a significant part of GDP, witfesuthe most: Hong Kong, Macao, Thailand, Cam-
bodia and the Philippines.

As stated by the Association of Tour Operators wésta, in February 2020, the country expected
to take 45 thousand Chinese travelers and earniltérmuollars on them, the same amount was ex-
pected in March. Losses of tour operators from ekactours in only four directions (China, Italy,
South Korea and Iran) can be about 2 billion rubles

Hard times have also come for hotels: they havape with the lack of foreign tourists. Accord-
ing to experts, due to the coronavirus epidemiRuigsia, up to a quarter of small hotel facilitiesym
be closed. Hostels and hotels for 10-25 rooms #atetwork facilities are at the highest risk. Hote
business in Moscow, Saint-Petersburg, on the Baikdlin the Far East region, where tourists from
China and European Union countries came most oftes, especially affected.
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Against the background of mass cancellations ghtfi to popular tourist countries and closure of
borders, the resorts of the Crimea and Krasnodgomecould remain on the plus side. The spring
peak of bookings there falls on May holidays. Bus tyear, domestic sanatoriums and resorts will re-
main without guests: from March 28 to June 1, ththarities have banned reservations. According to
experts' estimates, it is 100-150 billion loss&scompany ®@sotop» estimated that 65% of hotels and
42% of cafes and restaurants in Russia have bespeisded due to restrictions associated with the
pandemic.

5. Impact of the epidemiological situation on ttetes and development of tourism in Japan

Japan has a surface area of 377,944 km2 and agtigoubf 125,950,000 as of 01.03.2020. This
makes Japan 11th country in the world in termsopiutation. Consequently, the population density in
this country is very high at 333.1 per kiw/ith these figures, Japan has a higher risk fetciion than
other countries. Japan was one of the first caemtid be infected, but as of 15.04.2020, 8,626 Ipeop
were registered there, whereas in the USA — 644j823pain — 182,816, in Italy — 165,155, in Rus-
sia — 28,005, etc. [10].

The features of the Japanese mentality can explain a relatively small number of infected. The
Japanese are very disciplined and responsiblehgrstThe state has given instructions — the people
are carefully executed.

COVID-19 hit tourism in Japan hard. It is also kakto the cancellation of the Tokyo Olympics.

According to Minister of Public Lands, Infrastrumy Transport and Tourism of Japan Kazuyoshi
Agaba, the Japanese government has rented morelf@@® hotels and other facilities across the
country to transfer patients with mild symptomsrdéction with the new coronavirus to free up hos-
pital beds for the seriously ill.

6. Conclusion

The hotel services market will not be able to recdvom the catastrophic fall in demand for a
long time. It is too risky to make predictions ndw.addition, despite the fact that experts expleet
growth of domestic tourism by 7—-10% in 2020, no ocae predict the real prospects for the hospitality
industry. A curious question remains what tourisality will look like after the coronavirus pan-
demic. It is obvious that people will treat theireading and life in general differently. Howeveo, n
matter how public priorities are transformed, petsptraving for travelling will remain which means
that eventually hotels will be in demand again.

Virtual tourism has already appeared. Museums la@akters can now be visited online. Moreover,
it is done for a reason — this way the deferredatetis formed.
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