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Таким образом основная идея состоит в том, чтобы переформулировать классическую мо-
дель, чтобы учесть ценовую эластичность спроса. Кроме того, чтобы интегрировать эту дина-
мическую модель ценообразования в системы управления доходами, предлагается новая идея 
для нескольких категорий. Предлагаемая структура управления доходами преодолевает огра-
ничения, связанные с пробелами в исследованиях в динамической литературе по ценообразова-
нию, и может способствовать увеличению доходов от гостиниц. 
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Число международных туристских поездок стремительно растёт во всём мире, особенно в 
Азиатско-Тихоокеанском регионе. Развитие продолжилось бы и в 2020 году. Но для современного 
мира актуальной является проблема пандемии COVID-19. Локализация источников распростране-
ния вируса является главной задачей всех стран мира для успешной борьбы с ним. 

Ключевые слова и словосочетания: международные туристские поездки, Азиатско-
Тихоокеанский регион, развитие экономики, пандемия, туризм в Японии, индустрия гостепри-
имства. 

THE IMPACT OF THE NOWADAYS-EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION 
IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC COUNTRIES ON A SEGMENT OF TOURISTS 

FROM THE RUSSIAN FAR EAST (THROUGH THE EXAMPLE OF JAPAN) 

The number of international tourist trips is growing rapidly around the world, especially in the 
Asia-Pacific region. Development would continue in 2020. But for the modern world, the problem of 
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the COVID-19 pandemic is urgent. Localization of the sources of virus spread is the main task of all 
countries of the world for the successful fight against it. 

Keywords: international tourist trips, Asia-Pacific region, economic development, pandemic, 
tourism in Japan, hospitality industry. 

1. Introduction 
Before turning to the disclosure of the topic, it is necessary to understand what the Asia-Pacific 

region is.  
First of all, Asia-Pacific region is an economic and political entity that unites the countries of Asia 

(East and Southeast), Oceania, North and South America along the perimeter of the Pacific Ocean.  
The Asia-Pacific region is the world's most extensive tourist region, home to about half of the 

world's population. One of the countries in the region (China) is the most populous in the world with a 
population of 1,404,328,000 people (2019). The region's top ten countries by population also include 
the USA and Indonesia. Russia and Japan are also among the top ten countries in terms of population. 
This has contributed to the formation here of a complex of diverse natural and cultural-historical rec-
reational resources.  

2. Economic development 
The Asia-Pacific region is a leader in the world economy. It can be explained by the fact that the 

region includes three countries that are the top three in the world in terms of nominal Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) – USA, China and Japan (pic. 1). 

 

Pic.1. The world’s biggest Economies for 2019 and 2020 [1] 

In terms of GDP, China and the USA are leading. Japan, Russia and Indonesia are among the top 
ten countries by this indicator.  

Region is a leader in international trade relations. The main reason for the growing importance of 
the region in the international arena is the high level of development of the leading Pacific countries. 
Asia-Pacific region also accounts for 40% of the volume of world trade and foreign economic transac-
tions. Such a significant share of participation in international trade operations supports the intensity 
of industrial production in Asia-Pacific countries, which accounts for 60% of the world industry [2]. 

The largest cities, political and economic centers of the region belong are: Los Angeles, San Fran-
cisco (USA), Hong Kong, Shanghai, Beijing (China), Taipei (Taiwan), Tokyo (Japan), Seoul (South 
Korea), Jakarta (Indonesia), Sydney, Melbourne (Australia), Singapore [3].  

However, despite its leading position on the international stage, the region has very uneven eco-
nomic development. Groups of countries are distinguished by their economic power:  

Top tier (high level) countries (USA, China, Japan, Russia) 
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Middle level countries (Australia, New Zealand, ASEAN countries) 
Low-level countries (Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Latin America, Oceania, etc.). The countries in 

this group have very low rates of economic development, and the population is growing. This leads to 
poverty of the overwhelming number of people who are unable to make tourist trips under such condi-
tions. 

The countries of the region are expected to increase their total GDP by 70% by 2030.  
3. Tourism development in the region 
The number of international tourist arrivals worldwide reached 1.5 billion in 2019, up 4% from 

2018, according to the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). 
According to the UNWTO International Tourism Barometer 2019, the growth of international 

travel in the Asia-Pacific region has slowed down (+5%) and the region is on the second line, second 
only to the Middle East (+9%) [4]. 

The growth of the region's tourism potential is driven by a growing population, so that new hu-
man reserves are being drawn into tourism activities. The region's attractiveness to international tour-
ists is ensured by its rich and unique culture, diverse environment and service standards. A number of 
factors influence the growth prospects of tourism in the region: population growth, development of 
regional tourist travel, globalization, changes in the transport system, etc. There are also a number of 
factors that can hinder the development of tourism: formalities in obtaining visas and crossing borders, 
natural disasters, security threats, health hazards.  

All these factors directly affect the number of arrivals. We can see this in Japan, where in 2011 
the number of tourists who visited the country due to the tsunami fell from 8.6 million to 6.2 million 
compared to 2010 (down 28%) (pic. 2). 

 

Pic. 2. Foreign tourists visited Japan (million) [5] 

The global economic slowdown, trade tensions and rising geopolitical challenges, social unrest, 
prolonged uncertainty about Brexit and lower business confidence have weighed on growth in interna-
tional tourism. 

China, the world’s top source market saw outbound trips increased by 14% in the first half of 
2019, though expenditure fell 4% compared to the same period last year [6]. 

A key factor affecting tourism development worldwide, including in Asia and the Pacific, is the 
air transport industry. The region is experiencing a worldwide upward trend in low-cost regional carri-
ers. Australia was one of the first countries in the region to offer low-cost airline services along long 
routes between coastal communities. 

In South-East Asia, low-cost regional carriers operate in Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. All 
these airlines offer routes to neighboring countries and «target» the Chinese market [7]. 

It should also be noted that one of the key topics discussed at the largest tourism exhibition in 
Asia Pacific, JATA Tourism Expo 2019, which was held from 24 to 27 October in the Japanese city of 
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Osaka was the development of cross-border routes between Japan and the regions of the Russian Far 
East. 

In addition, JATA (Japan Tourism Agency) Vice President Mr. Jungo Kikuma summed up the re-
sults of a joint pilot project in the Far East. The first trips to the island region took place this summer 
and were organized by JATA with support of «Rostourism» and the Sakhalin Oblast Tourism Agency.  

In the summer of 2020, 15 charter flights from various Japanese cities are already planned for the 
Sakhalin region. Also next summer it is planned to include the Primorsky Krai and the Republic of 
Buryatia in the pilot program. It is also planned to combine two Far Eastern regions in one trip (Sakha-
lin and Kamchatka) [8]. 

Also worth mentioning is the opening of a new air service between Vladivostok and Japan. On 
March 16, 2020, the first ever regular flight of All Nippon Airways (ANA) to Russia was performed 
on the route Tokyo – Vladivostok. 

Demand for direct flights between Vladivostok and Tokyo is growing. There are also plans to 
open directions to other cities in Japan.  

Japanese tourists occupy the third place. In the 1st quarter of 2019, 3161 people visited Vladi-
vostok, which is 1.8 times more than the same period last year, when 1729 citizens of the Land of the 
Rising Sun visited Vladivostok. At that, the growth rate was 82% in the tourist direction.  

All this has good prerequisites for the development of tourism in 2020 as well. However, the 
world has faced a very serious problem – the COVID-19 pandemic. 

4. Epidemiological situation in the World 
Cases of COVID-19 first emerged in late 2019, when a mysterious illness was reported in Wuhan, 

China. The cause of the disease was soon confirmed as a new kind of coronavirus, and the infection 
has since spread to many countries around the world. 

The virus can also be asymptomatic, causing no noticeable illness in some people – but these peo-
ple are still contagious and can spread the virus. 

On 11 March, the World Health Organization (WHO) announced that the outbreak should be con-
sidered a pandemic – a term that has no universally agreed definition, but means that multiple coun-
tries are seeing sustained transmission between people of an outbreak causing disease or death [9]. 

The number of infected is increasing rapidly every day. The number of confirmed COVID-19 in-
fections worldwide has now reached 2,101,678 people. Using official statistics and the necessary cal-
culations, the following data on the growth rate of infected people worldwide from March 1, 2020 
have been obtained. As of 01.03.2020 the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 infection makes 
88.374 people, and as of 15.03.2020 already 163.611 people (the growth made 85 %). As of 
01.04.2020, the number of confirmed cases is 935,969 people. (Amounting to 472%). As of 
15.04.2020, the number of cases of infection makes 2,046,357 people. (From 01.04.2020, the increase 
amounted to 119%). In addition, from 01.03.2020 to 01.04.2020 the number of infected people has 
grown by 2216%. The total number of deaths is 138.487 people. These are huge numbers and very 
serious situation, which has a huge negative influence on all spheres, especially on tourism.  

Tourism, entertainment, international transportation – all suffer losses due to quarantine and 
closed borders. 

By April 2020, most countries had closed their borders and restricted air travel, including Russia 
and Japan. Hotels and airlines return money for reservations. The sights are closed for visiting. For 
example, the pyramids in Egypt or the Eiffel Tower. So the travel industry and related areas are sus-
pended until the pandemic is over.  

The World Travel and Tourism Council has estimated that up to 50 million people involved in the 
tourism industry could lose their jobs because of the coronavirus. Asian countries, where tourism 
revenues make up a significant part of GDP, will suffer the most: Hong Kong, Macao, Thailand, Cam-
bodia and the Philippines. 

As stated by the Association of Tour Operators of Russia, in February 2020, the country expected 
to take 45 thousand Chinese travelers and earn 45 million dollars on them, the same amount was ex-
pected in March. Losses of tour operators from canceled tours in only four directions (China, Italy, 
South Korea and Iran) can be about 2 billion rubles. 

Hard times have also come for hotels: they have to cope with the lack of foreign tourists. Accord-
ing to experts, due to the coronavirus epidemic in Russia, up to a quarter of small hotel facilities may 
be closed. Hostels and hotels for 10–25 rooms and off-network facilities are at the highest risk. Hotel 
business in Moscow, Saint-Petersburg, on the Baikal and in the Far East region, where tourists from 
China and European Union countries came most often, is especially affected. 
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Against the background of mass cancellations of flights to popular tourist countries and closure of 
borders, the resorts of the Crimea and Krasnodar region could remain on the plus side. The spring 
peak of bookings there falls on May holidays. But this year, domestic sanatoriums and resorts will re-
main without guests: from March 28 to June 1, the authorities have banned reservations. According to 
experts' estimates, it is 100-150 billion losses. IT-company «Эвотор» estimated that 65% of hotels and 
42% of cafes and restaurants in Russia have been suspended due to restrictions associated with the 
pandemic. 

5. Impact of the epidemiological situation on the state and development of tourism in Japan 
Japan has a surface area of 377,944 km² and a population of 125,950,000 as of 01.03.2020. This 

makes Japan 11th country in the world in terms of population. Consequently, the population density in 
this country is very high at 333.1 per km2. With these figures, Japan has a higher risk of infection than 
other countries. Japan was one of the first countries to be infected, but as of 15.04.2020, 8,626 people 
were registered there, whereas in the USA – 644,823, in Spain – 182,816, in Italy – 165,155, in Rus-
sia – 28,005, etc. [10].  

The features of the Japanese mentality can explain such a relatively small number of infected. The 
Japanese are very disciplined and responsible to others. The state has given instructions – the people 
are carefully executed.  

COVID-19 hit tourism in Japan hard. It is also linked to the cancellation of the Tokyo Olympics.  
According to Minister of Public Lands, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism of Japan Kazuyoshi 

Aqaba, the Japanese government has rented more than 1,000 hotels and other facilities across the 
country to transfer patients with mild symptoms of infection with the new coronavirus to free up hos-
pital beds for the seriously ill.  

6. Conclusion  
The hotel services market will not be able to recover from the catastrophic fall in demand for a 

long time. It is too risky to make predictions now. In addition, despite the fact that experts expect the 
growth of domestic tourism by 7–10% in 2020, no one can predict the real prospects for the hospitality 
industry. A curious question remains what tourism reality will look like after the coronavirus pan-
demic. It is obvious that people will treat their spending and life in general differently. However, no 
matter how public priorities are transformed, people's craving for travelling will remain which means 
that eventually hotels will be in demand again. 

Virtual tourism has already appeared. Museums and theaters can now be visited online. Moreover, 
it is done for a reason – this way the deferred demand is formed. 
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