«Man wants to know and when he ceases
to do so, he is no longer man»

Fridtjof Nansen

Who was not fascinated with Daniel Defoe’s novebBRson Crusoe» in childhood? The adventures of
the seafarer conjured up unforgettable picturedisfoveries, troublesome days on board unsafe ,séves-
lasting moments of struggle against the wave [8$5568; 10, p. 10-12]. The wonder of that readthg,charm
of that fascination! And the majestic words «theiffi@Ocean».

As for today, in every Russian heart the name «Véadok city» is unmistakably connected with theya
in the Pacific Ocean and Russian exploration offtaeEast. It is interesting to know the pioneershie dis-
covery of the Pacific Ocean.

The first European who sighted the Pacific Oceamfthe eastern shore of Panama located in the-conti
nent of Central America was Vasco Nufiez de Balidd@%-1519). He was a Spanish explorer, governat, an
conquistador. Balboa crossed the Isthmus of Pamarh&l3 and all of a sudden saw vast boundlessglafl
water that he called the Southern Sea [11].

In the autumn of 1520 another Spanish and Portegseafarer Ferndo Magellan rounded Latin America
from the South and found great expanses of wat@gdar into horizon. It is interesting to note tloring the
three months of his voyage in these waters hisditipe did not meet a single storm, so he called ttean
Pacific. Years later in 1589 the first detailed maps made by Abraham Ortelius (1527-1598), a Flem-
ish/Netherlandish cartographer and geographeciallff known as the creator of the first modermaafl heater
of the World [2]. In the end of the XVI century Hemhd sent three expeditions led by Willem BarerasButch
navigator, to search for the north-eastern way fthen Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific. But the shijid ot
move farther than Novaya Zemlya, where Barentsd died was buried [5, p. 371].

The XVIII century saw the most active exploratidrttee Pacific Ocean. The leading countries of Eerapd
Russia sent scientific expeditions under the guidarf such great navigators as the Englishman J&ows (1728—
1779), Jean de Lapérouse (1741-1788) of FrancAleagandro Malaspina (1754—1810) of Spain.

The Northern part of the Pacific Ocean was survdyefRussian seafarers Semyon Ivanovich Dezhnyov
(1605-1673), naval officer Vitus Bering (1681-174dnd Russian aristocrat, navigator, and night candar
Alexei llyich Chirikov (1703—-1748). Alexei Chirikowas Bering’s assistant in their first expeditionkam-
chatka in 1725-1730.

During the period from 1803 to 1864, Russian sailmade 45 round-the-world travels; as a result the
Russian naval and commercial fleet discovered ¢lasvay from the Baltic Sea to the Pacific Oceanfandd
out several islands in the Ocean.

The years 1872 to 1876 are famous for the firsta@iceexpedition aboard the English sailing vessel
“Challenger”. It began the exploration of the watethe Ocean, its flora and fauna, and the relighe Ocean
floor. The first map of the oceanic depth was maile the collection of deep-water animals was gather

Now it is time to speak about Russian explorerssiin seafarers made a great contribution in thy stf the
Pacific Ocean. It is divided into three periodseTist period is from ancient times to the yead4,8he second
dates from 1804 up to 1873, and the third onem ft873 up to the middle of the 70ies of the XXtagn[7].

The first expedition to the Pacific Ocean was utadem by Dmitry Yepifanovich Kopylov and lvan
Yur'evich Moskvitin in 1636-1641. A detachment o® &£ossacks under the direction of D.Ye. Kopylov
moved from the Siberian town Tomsk to the Far B&dRussia. On their way they built Butalskiy stodkd
town on the bank of the river Mayi (up the Aldarv&j) in 1638 and soon a brigade of 30 Cossacksdkby
[.Yu. Moskvitin joined the group of D.Ye. Kopylowmnd part of the two groups moved on and reached the
shores of the Pacific Ocean. The first Russian evitiut Ust’-II'inskoye was founded on the Oceanrsho
thereafter the group returned to Tomsk [7].

In 1697, Vladimir Vasil’evich Atlasov made his jowy from Anadyr’ to Kamchatka, building a number
of winter huts on the way. This very going to sai the foundation of geographic expeditions to Plaeific
Ocean. The latter, in their turn, allowed Russieafarers to achieve the shores of North Americd,discover
the Kuril, Komandorskie (or Commander), and Alentislands [2, p.199].

The Kopylov-Moskvitin expedition was of great histal importance: the Russians reached the shdres o
the Pacific Ocean, discovered new rivers, the Arthe,Ul'ya, the Okhota, and the Uda. They markedhb-
ginning of Pacific marine and exploitation of Faadtern lands.

During the second period, the study of oceanic matel ocean floor bathymetry of the Pacific tookgg!.
The first Russian around-the-world expedition afivFyodorovich Kruzenshtern (1770-1846) and Yuyry-F
dorovich Lisyansky (1773-1837) on board the shifadezhda» and «Neva» was made in 1804-1806. I.F.
Kruzenshtern was the Honored member of Petersboaglémy of Sciences; he is also a founding sharehold
of the Russian Geographic Society. He was the fiirshap thousands of kilometers around Sakhalentsl
and the author of The Southern Sea Atlas (volura@s 1823-26). The Kruzenshtern Bay in the nortthef
Kuril Islands immortalized his name [1, p.598]. fss Yu. F. Lisyansky, he discovered one of the Higama
Islands, that island was named after him. Lisyalsskgme is also given to a peninsula on the nantkbore of
the Okhotsk Sea [1, p. 649].
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